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Evaluation of Yea-Sacc1026 on the performance of cereal fed beef cattle 
 

Object: Yeast cultures are composed of yeast (Saccharomyces cerevisiae) and the 
medium on which it was grown. These products are dried in a manner which 
preserves the fermenting activity of the yeast. It is suggested that production 
responses associated with the use of live yeast culture supplements in ruminants 
may be related to their stimulatory effects on specific groups of micro-organisms in 
the rumen. The objective of this study was to determine the effect of feeding a live 
yeast culture (Yea-Sacc1026) on the performance of cereal fed beef cattle.    
 
Stock: 36 British Blue x Holstein bulls (n = 18) and heifers (n = 18) @ 280kg. There 
were an equal number of heifers and bulls per treatment. 
 
Rations: The following ration was fed ad libitum: 72½% rolled barley, 10% Beet 
Pulp, 10% Soyabean meal, 5% Molasses, 2½% Mineral with free access to straw 
from racks. The treatment group were fed the above ration but including 3.75kg/t of 
Yea-Sacc1026 Farm Pak replacing an equivalent quantity of barley.  
 
Results: 
 
Table 1: Animal performance  
 

  Control Yea-Sacc Sig 

Start wt (kg) 282 286 NS 

Slaughter wt (kg) 520 520 NS 

Days to slaughter 190 169 * 

DLWG (kg) 1.24 1.38 * 
NS = not significant, * = P<0.05 

 
Table 2: Carcase characteristics, feed intakes & FCR 
 

  Control Yea-Sacc Sig 

Carcase wt (kg) 290.2 291.3 NS 

Killing out % 55.8 56.0 NS 

Carcase DG (kg from start) 0.82 0.92 * 

Carcase grade R/-U 3/4L R/-U 3/4L NS 

Feed use (kg/bull) 1,662 1,381   

FCR (kg feed: kg LWG) 6.98 5.87   

 
The FCR’s appears relatively high for the bulls compared to the EBLEX target of 
5.4:1 but it must be taken into consideration that the trial did not include the period of 
growth from 110kg to 285kg. During this rearing phase dairy-bred bulls at Harper 
Adams typically record a DLWG of 1.52kg with an intake of 625kg of feed with an 
FCR of 3.5:1. Half of the cattle were heifers so this would also have a negative 



impact on the FCRs. 
 
Conclusions: 

 The inclusion of Yea-Sacc1026 in an intensive cereal beef ration resulted in a 
significant increase in DLWG, carcase gain and a reduction in the number of 
days to reach slaughter with a marked improvement in FCR.  

 Based on the costs prevailing at the time of the study Gross Margins were 
increased by £29 per head with feeding Yea-Sacc1026  
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